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Measuring and Reporting Environmental Impacts 
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This publication is designed to “demystify” program evaluation for natural resource 
professionals, and program and project managers. It covers the essential elements of 
program evaluation, to enable program leaders to talk meaningfully about evaluation 
and to conduct basic but meaningful evaluations. The program evaluation outcomes will 
allow program leaders to be more effective in improving programs, making decisions 
about the future of programs, and identifying cause-and-effect relationships between 
their activities and the outcomes of their work. 
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Photo point monitoring is an easy and inexpensive, yet effective, method of monitoring 
vegetation and ecosystem change (figure 1). It consists of repeat photography of an area 
of interest over a period of time, with photographs taken from the same location and 
with the same field of view as the original photo. With appropriate site marking and 
documentation, photos can be precisely replicated by different people many years 
apart. 
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