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Crop Adaptation Exploratory Trial

At the Mayhew location, in addition to field corn, plots of
soybeans, rape, safflower and single variety plantings of sorghum,
sugar beets, and grain drill forage corn were made. These plots were
planted late for some of the crops, May 6) and it was impossible to
tend the crop for optimum productions. Within the above limitations,
the following results were obtained and observations taken.

Soybeans

Six soybean varieties or lines were seeded. By name or number
they were Flambeau, Acme, UM-4 1 UM-5 0 UM-7 and 0-57-2921. The soy-
beans were subjected to a frost after emergence. The frost together
with below normal mean temperatures were detrimental to the soy-
beans. A few plants of each variety survived, but production was
so poor that the crop was not harvested.

Rape

The seedings were made quite late for rape and the yields were
undoubtedly less than the yields would have teen from seedings in
March. There is some questions whether rape could survive the late
frosts when seeded at this early date.

Table No. 27 presents the yields obtained from the 1962 seeding.
The two highest yielding were of the Polish type and yielded approx-
imately one half the yield that could be expected under dryland con-
ditions in Canada. Rape should be seeded again in this areaat an
earlier date to give it an opportunity to attain its full yield
potential under Maupin conditions.

Safflower

Five varieties or lines of safflower were seeded. These were
also seeded later than recommended. The safflower seeded was very
late maturing. It is doubtful whether the seed could have been har-
vested under field conditions. Precautions against heating would
have been necessary had the farmer been successful in harvesting the
crop. Here again, early frosts may prevent the successful culture
of the crop in the Maupin area under irrigated conditions. The
yields obtained were approximately the same as yields in the 16"
rainfall dryland conditions. Farmers who have had trial plantings
seeded under more favorable conditions appear to question whether the
yields would be very much increased. Table No. 27 indicates the vari-
eties or lines seeded and results obtained.

Rape and safflower are both going to suffer in this area by the
competition from annual weeds.
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Sorghum

Several rows of Northrup-King hybrid sorghum were seeded. Samples
were harvested and the yields calculated. Table No. 27 indicates that
a yield of 5000 pounds per acre was obtained. This yield would be con-
siderably less than the yield obtained from the higher yielding field
corn hybrids. Also, sorghum is probably less adapted to the area than
early maturing field corn hybrids.

Sugar Beets

Two rows of sugar beets were seeded. Yields were not taken be-
cause the beets were not properly thinned and the plants not given a
reasonable opportunity for normal growth. The plants appeared to be
thrifty and reasonably well adapted to the area. With the nearest
refinery at Toppenish, vJashington, it is highly questionable whether
any work on sugar beets should be attempted at this time.
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Table Nov 27

Yields from the Crop Adaptation Trials on the
Leland Mayhew Farm s Maupin, Oregon, 1962

Sq111122

Northrup—King Hybrid Sorghum seeded in 2 foot rows approx-
imately 90 ft, long. Two 20 ft. rows were taken as samples.

Sample Yields

4316
5690

Average 757)0 pounds per Acre
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Rape. Seed

1,?-rietZ, 4 I
Golden 	 216
Polish 	 760
Arlo 656
Regina II 	 1 620

Safflower
Samples

Variety I II III IV
Average Yield 1
.Pounds/Apre.

A5731 912 1036 1244 844 1009
N10 608 572 1184 480 761
N4055 724 892 840 848 826
N4051 1088 1884 1068 1468 1377
Pao. No. 1 1200 1568 1260 _ 1000 12..57 	
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