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Director’s Corner 
Silvia I. Rondon, Interim HAREC 
Director, Professor of Entomology 
 
Greetings and so long 2021! 

Resilience. Probably this is the 
best word that describes all of us 
in 2021. Despite all the challenges, 
our mission has remained focused 
on producing, delivering, and 
translating our scientific 
discoveries into applied solutions 
that can help you in your daily 
operations. From our  focus on soil 
health, water issues, improving 
nutrient and nutritional values, 
biological and chemical basis of 
insects and disease issues, 
developing genetics and molecular 
tools, to riparian and pollinator 
issues, all our complex background 
diversity has hopefully provided 

you with significant tools to avoid 
and overcome roadblocks in your 
productions.  

Each end of the year is a new 
beginning, so no matter what 
happened in 2021, let’s move 
forward into a new year with fresh 
energy and a new sense of 
purpose. Get inspiration to plan 
ahead, positively visualizing a 
better 2022.  

I would like to end my short 
message with a quote that I like 
very much: 

 “Life is about how much you have 
done to improve the lives of others”  

DL … and hopefully, we have done 
a good job helping out.  

Thank you for all your support. Go 
Beavs!!  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WINTER 2021-2022 

PIVOTAL 
MOMENTS 

A Quarterly Newsletter 
For Friends of HAREC 



PIVOTAL MOMENTS  | WINTER 2021-2022                                                                                                ISSUE 18 
 

  

    2 
Agricultural Sciences & Natural Resources, Family and Community Health, 4-H Youth, Forestry & Natural Resources, Extension Sea Grant, and Open Campus programs. Oregon State 
University, United States Department of Agriculture, and Oregon counties cooperating. The Extension Service offers its programs and materials equally to all people. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Virtual 48th Annual 
Hermiston Farm Fair  
 
Ray Qin, Farm Fair Committee 
Program Lead Organizer 
 
The Oregon State University 
Hermiston Agricultural Research 
and Extension Center annual 
Hermiston Farm Fair was held 
virtually again this year. 
Farm Fair is one of the most 
important meetings in our region 
and has been our annual 
signature program for 48 years.   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing education courses on 
diverse topics such as potato, 
vegetable, hemp, soil health, and 
irrigation were available for 
credits and other informational 
topics including Oregon Water 
Rights and the Master Gardener 
Program in Umatilla County.  
 
Over 600 people joined us during 
this 3-day event. National and 
regional experts nation-wide from   
Alabama, Colorado, Idaho, 

Oregon, Minnesota &  Washington  
were invited to present at this 
year’s event. A big THANK YOU 
needs to be sent to the sponsors of 
our 48th annual Hermiston Farm 
Fair.  Without their continued 
support we would not be able to 
provide this service.   

THANK YOU Corteva, Elmer’s 
Irrigation Inc., Umatilla Electric 
Cooperative, and Wilbur Ellis for 
your sponsorship.  
The Farm Fair Program 
Committee also deserves 
recognition for their help with all 
the organization and a special 
THANKS for the technical support 
from Pendleton and Corvallis. 
  
 

Comments From Our 
NIFA Fellowship 
Awardees  
Alexander Butcher  
 
I have been enjoying my first term 
at Oregon State University, main 
campus in Corvallis.   Earlier in 
November I was able to present a 
poster virtually at the (ESA) 
Entomological Society of Americas 
2021 Conference.  The poster was 
a presentation reporting data that 
was collected from a study of a 
generalist predators' preferences 
in two potato pests.   I have been 
working on this study with my  
supervisor, Dr. Silvia Rondon and 
hemp specialist Govinda Shrestha.  

Later in November a few crop 
science students and myself got 

together for a “friendsgiving” in a 
cabin off the McKenzie River.  

That was a very nice break from 
studies. 
 

2021 Master Gardener 
Ceremony 
Amanda Woodlee, Master 
Gardener Coordinator 
 
Reunited, and it felt so good!  
The Umatilla County Master 
Gardener Association was able to 
hold their annual certification 
ceremony in person on December 
13, after having to forego the 
celebration last year. The party is a 
tradition to honor volunteers who 
fulfilled their yearly volunteer and   

Continued page 3   
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education commitments, at 20 
and 10 hours respectively. There       
were speeches and presentations 
while members enjoyed a potluck 
dinner and each other’s company 
after so long apart. The ceremony 
also honors trainees who 
completed their required 
education and volunteer time. 
Trainees are asked to go through 
the Master Gardener course and 
complete 40 hours of 
volunteering on behalf of the 
association in the year following 
their training. The two trainees 
who completed the course in 
2020, Suzanne Church and Chelsie 
Ruth, were given a year to defer 
their volunteer hours, due to 
COVID-19, but were able to obtain 
them in 2021. 
 

 
Chelsie Ruth, new “veteran” MG, receiving her new 
badge, certificate, and sticker. 

Having completed both 
requirements, Suzanne and 
Chelsie were promoted to 
“veteran” Master Gardener status 
and were given their badges along 
with their certificates, so that 
they might represent the program 
as full-fledged Master Gardeners. 
They were also gifted a jar of 
Master Gardener associate Jim 
Willis’s red hot apple jelly. 
Veteran Master Gardeners who 
fulfilled their yearly commitment 
were also given a certificate, as 
well as a 2022 sticker to place on 
their badge, to indicate that their 
certification is current when they 
represent the association at 
public events. In total, there were 
21 such; with the two new 
veterans, that makes 23 Master 
Gardeners to help answer 
growers’ questions for Umatilla 
County. Associates who were 
unable to obtain the requisite 
hours expressed their eagerness 
to jump back into volunteering, as 
they missed the experience and 
their friends. 
We’re very proud of our Master 
Gardeners and all our volunteers, 
and we thank them sincerely for 
all they do on behalf of the 
program and the Extension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2021 Horticulture 
Watermelon Updates 
 
Amin Nouri, Postdoctoral 
Research Associate  
Environmental Soil Physics and 
Hydrology 
 
In 2021, I received funding from 
the Pacific Northwest Vegetable 
Association (PNVA) to study the 
effect of soil penetration 

resistance on watermelon root 
extension, water availability and 
plant growth. This research was 
conducted in five Lower Umatilla 
Basin (LUB) watermelon fields, 
representing 41% of the soil types 
in the LUB. The soil types with the 
greatest potential to inhibit root 
extension were identified and the 
impact of root penetration 
resistance on water usage 
efficiency and watermelon 
productivity was quantified. The 
land evaluation metrics were 
linked to the soil survey database 
to enable local watermelon 
growers to use the soil survey  

 
 
 
 
 

Continued page 4  
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mapping tool 
for an initial 
field  
evaluation 
before 
planting. Soil  
 

resistance to root extension 
considerably reduces the efficient 
uptake of water and nutrient by 
crops, thereby reducing crop yield 
and farmers’ revenue. I also 
presented my research at the  
PNVA’s 2021 Annual Conference  
in Kennewick, WA. Feel free to 
follow up with me at 
nourigha@oregonstate.edu for 
more information.   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Hemp Research 
Update from the 
Irrigated Agricultural 
Entomology Program  
 
Tiziana Oppedisano, 
Postdoctoral Scholar, (IAEP) 
Irrigated Agricultural Rondon 
Program  
 
In 2021, the entomology program 
was busy working on several trials 
related to hemp. Beet 
leafhoppers, spider mites, and 
corn earworm were identified as 
key problems for hemp producers 
in eastern OR.  Why are there 
important? The beet leafhopper is 
an emergent hemp pest because  
its ability to transmit Beet Curly 
Top Virus (BCTV), a pathogen that 
causes high yield loss; spider 
mites are well-known greenhouse  

pests which feeding cause 
stippling on the upper surface of 
the leaf; they also can create a 
web on the top of the plants. 
Finally, the corn earworm is 
considered the most dangerous 
hemp pest nationwide; larvae 
cause severe damage by 
devouring floral buds and 

tunneling through plant tissue. 
What did we do this year?  
The IAEP conducted a greenhouse 
efficacy test including four 
commercially available organic 
pesticides applied against beet 
leafhopper nymphs and adults 

and two-spotted spider mites. In 
addition, during summer and fall, 
we conducted a field trial to 
evaluate the susceptibility of five 
hemp varieties to natural 
infestations of the corn earworm. 
Our publications and reports will 

be out soon. Stay tuned! 
Future work will include 
acquisition and transmission 
studies using different strains of 
BCTV. We are working with 
colleagues around the US to keep 
moving our hemp program in 
eastern OR. New updates will be 
coming next spring 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
Invertebrate Ecology 
Laboratory Updates 
 
David Wooster and Sandy 
DeBano, Invertebrate Ecologists 
 
Members of the OSU Invertebrate 
Ecology lab have had a busy few 
months with lab work, teaching 
classes, analyzing data, presenting 
research results, and writing grant 
proposals.                       
                                           Continued page 5 

Ira Thompson, Biotech, IAEP 

Tiziana Oppedisano, Postdoc, IAEP 

 
Corn earworm and damage on hemp flower bud 

mailto:nourigha@oregonstate.edu
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Two of our OSU Branch 
Experiment Station interns, 
Benjamin Moore and Tucker 
Hoffman, presented the results of 
their summer research projects at 
the OSU Undergraduate Research 
Symposium at Corvallis in 
October. 
Benjamin Moore won second 
place for his poster on the spread 
of an invasive crayfish in the John 
Day River Basin. Congratulations, 
Ben!!!  

  

Tucker presented his poster from 
afar (having recently moved to 
Utah), but PhD student Scott 
Mitchell (who mentored Tucker in 
his research) hung up Tucker’s 
poster and set up a laptop so 
Tucker could answer questions 
remotely.  Tucker’s project 
focused on beneficial wasp 
communities in cherry orchard 
systems. 
 

We also congratulate Scott 
Mitchell for receiving a graduate 
student grant from the USDA 
Western Sustainable Agriculture 
Research and Education program 
to help fund his research on 
examining how different types of 
cover crops in orchards may 
enhance beneficial invertebrates 
that prey on crop pests.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

And a final congratulations to  
Amanda Walsh, a Master of 
Natural Resources student of 
Sandy’s, who just successfully 
defended her graduate project:  

 
“An Overview of Bumble Bee 
Conservation in Wisconsin and a 
Management Plan for Whittlesey 

Creek National Wildlife Refuge.” 
We wish Amanda the best of luck 
in her future career in wildlife 
sciences! 
 
 
 
Peggy Carr Retiring 
 
Phil Hamm, HAREC Station 
Director from 2005-2019  
 
I have been told that all good 
things come to an end.  While I do 
not know if that is correct or not, I 
do know Peggy Carr, is retiring 
from HAREC at the end of 
December.  That is clearly one 
good thing coming to an end.  

 

Peggy was hired in August of 2008 
by me when I served as the 
Director of HAREC.  Those of you 
who have met her, talked to her 
on the phone, or just appreciated 
and enjoyed her smile as you 
came into HAREC’s office, know 
what an asset she was for the 
station.   If you were a member of 
the staff, as I was, you know how  
incredibly lucky we were to have 
such a dependable, dedicated and 
thoughtful individual.  She made 
all of our jobs easier and better 
because of all the work she did to 
support us. 
 
Peggy was literally my right hand.  
Whatever was needed or 
whatever I asked of her, she was 
not only quick to deliver but 
always with a smile and always 
with her best effort.   
                                                                     Continued page 6 

 Benjamin Moore, 2nd Place Poster Award Winner 

Tucker Hoffman with Poster at Research Symposium 

Scott Mitchell, Graduate Student Grant Recipient 

        The Orange-Belted Bumble Bee 

Photo Credit-Amanda Walsh 
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 She would work beyond the 
normal work day, I know that 
because her office was just across 
the hall from my office. I can’t 
count the times she left after I did 
and would often be in earlier than 
I the following day. 
I am certainly glad that I don’t 
have to come into the office  
January 3rd and no longer have 
Peggy to help with the day to day 
needs of HAREC. That is for the  
current director to deal with or 
worst yet, try to replace her.   

She truly is irreplaceable. I am 
sure there are others who can do 
the work she did, but will they be 
able to care for the Station, those 
that work there or those the 
Station served, like she did?  Time 
will tell. 

Regardless, as Peggy’s time at 
OSU comes to an end, she 
certainly has new adventures 
ahead. So, while it’s sad to see her 
go, it is also a great feeling to 
know she will have more time to 
do the things she likes to do. 
Therefore, while this “good thing” 
is ending in the eyes of HAREC,  
Peggy has more “good times” to 
spend with her daughter and 
grandson.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks Peggy for all your years of 
service and more importantly, 
your friendship to all of us at 
HAREC. It really was a GOOD 
TIME. 

 
  

Ray Qin, Ken Frost, Scott Lukas, Aymeric Goyer, Peggy Carr, Sandy DeBano, Dave Wooster, Silvia Rondon 

Greg Harris, Peggy Carr, Bryan Wolfe, Lou Ann Wolfe 

Peggy Carr and Phil Hamm discussing files 
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Mission Statement 

 
To advance scientific knowledge in 
agriculture, natural resources and 
biofortified crops, and support and 

educate our diverse local clientele and 
community in the areas of irrigated 
agriculture, plant breeding, natural 
resources, human health and youth 

development. 

https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/  

Become A 
HAREC 

SUPPORTER ! 
Contact our 
office to find 
out how you  

can contribute 
to the 

research, 
programs and 

growth of 
HAREC 

https://agsci.oregonstate.edu/
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