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 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Oregon State University 
Corvallis, Oregon
HORT 314:
Principles of Turfgrass Maintenance (4 credit hours)

SEMESTER:  Fall 2018
LECTURE: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 am to 10:50 am 

Agriculture and Life Sciences Building 0006

Laboratory: Monday 2:00 to 4:50 pm 
Agriculture and Life Sciences Building 0006

INSTRUCTOR: Dr. Alec Kowalewski, Assistant Professor, Turfgrass Specialist 

OFFICE: Agriculture and Life Sciences Building 4147
PHONE: (541)737-5449
E-MAIL:  alec.kowalewski@oregonstate.edu 
OFFICE HOURS: Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10:50 am to 12:00 pm
TEXTBOOK:  Turgeon, A.J. 2012. Turfgrass Management: 9th Edition. Prentice Hall Publishing. Upper Saddle River, NJ. ISBN/SKU 0137074352

Online Resources: http://beaverturf.com; http://www.ntep.org/; http://www.gcsaa.org; http://www.stma.org; https://www.landcarenetwork.org 
DESCRIPTION:  This course is designed to familiarize students with the principles necessary to establish and maintain turfgrass in a variety of scenarios, i.e. home lawns, commercial landscapes, golf courses and athletic field. 
EXPECTED LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1: Summarize, and differentiate the appropriate use of turfgrass and the associated career opportunities.  

2: Remember the common and scientific nomenclature of common turfgrasses, organize these grasses using taxonomy.

3: Understand how to classify, differentiate and recognize these turfgrasses using morphological characteristics, and then execute a demonstration of factual and conceptual knowledge through examination.  

4: Differentiate and compare the environmental conditions necessary to sustain the various turfgrass genus and species. 

5: Lecture and field-based experiential learning laboratories will be used to provide students with the opportunity to understand, as well as execute and implement the proper cultural practices within turfgrass management (mowing, fertilization, irrigation, cultivation and integrated pest management).  

6: Recall and interoperate the 10 steps to successful turfgrass establishment. 

7: Critique a Corvallis home lawn, and then generate a maintenance essay and schedule for the home lawn.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS: 
Lecture Exams:  Two lecture exams, worth 100 points each, will be administered on Friday – Oct 12, 2018 (Exam 1) and Friday – November 9, 2018 (Exam 2).  The exams will be a combination of multiple choice, true and false and short answer questions covering material presented in class, laboratory, field trips and required text.  No make-up exams will be given, except for death in the immediate family, serious illness, or at the discretion of the instructor.  
Laboratory Exams: Two laboratory exams, worth 50 points each, will be administered on Monday – October 22, 2018 (Lab Exam 1) and Monday – November 26, 2018 (Lab Exam 2).  Exams will cover laboratory material (i.e. turfgrass identification, fertilizer spreader calibration, establishment, etc.).  Laboratory Exam 2 is a comprehensive exam.  No make-up exams will be given, except for death in the immediate family, serious illness, or at the discretion of the instructor.  

Laboratory Exercises:  Eight laboratories will meet at various locations in the Corvallis area Monday afternoons from 2:00 to 4:50 pm.  Laboratory attendance and participation is worth 10 points each.  No make-up labs will be given, except for death in the immediate family, serious illness, or at the discretion of the instructor.  
Home Lawn Report: Each student is required to develop a maintenance schedule for a home lawn in Corvallis, OR (100 points).  Each student will have the semester to develop an understanding of the primary cultural practices (i.e. mowing, fertilization and irrigation) necessary to maintain and sustain a home lawn.  We will assess these lawns as a class Monday - November 19, 2018, and then the home lawn reports will be due the last lecture day Friday – November 30, 2018.  
Final Exam: A final exam worth 100 points will be given on Wednesday - December 5, 2018, from 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm, Agriculture and Life Sciences Building, Room 0006.  The exam will be a combination of multiple choice, true and false and short answer questions covering material presented in class, laboratory, field trips and required text.  The final exam is comprehensive.  No make-up exams will be given, except for death in the immediate family, serious illness, or at the discretion of the instructor.  
Pop Quizzes:  Ten, five point, pop quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  Students without excused absences will not be able to make up missed quizzes and will receive a zero for each missed quiz.   
Total Points Possible and Evaluation of Student Performance:

	 
	Points Possible 

	Lecture Exams 
(2 at 100 points each)
	200 pts.

	Laboratory Exams 
(2 at 50 points each)
	100 pts.

	Lab Exercises (8 at 10 points each)
	80 pts.

	Home Lawn Report  
	100 pts. 

	Final Exam
	100 pts.

	Pop Quizzes (10 at 5 pts. each)
	  50 pts.

	Total Points:
	630 pts.
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Calculate Your Grade Worksheet

Enter the number of points received for each of the following…
	Lecture Exams
	1.
	2.

	Total Points for Exams (200 pts. possible)
	

	Laboratory Exams 
	1.
	2. 

	Total Points for Lab Exams (100 pts. possible)
	

	Home Lawn Report (100 pts. possible)
	

	Lab Exercises (10 pts. each)
	1.
	5.

	
	2.
	6.

	
	3.
	7.

	
	4.
	8.

	Total Points for Labs (100 pts. possible)
	

	Pop Quizzes (5 pts each)
	1.
	6.

	
	2.
	7.

	
	3.
	8.

	
	4.
	9.

	
	5.
	10.

	Total Points for Pop Quizzes (50 pts. possible)
	

	Final Exam (100 pts. possible)
	

	Add up the highlighted cells for you grand total
	

	Divide Grand Total by 630 for percent grade
	


HORT 314: Principles of Turfgrass Maintenance: Tentative Class Calendar 
Lecture: Monday, Wednesday and Friday at 10:00 to 10:50 am, Agriculture and Life Sciences (ALS) Building, Room 0006.
CHAPTERS: Refer to the assigned textbook Turfgrass Management (Turgeon, 2012)
	Date
	Day 
	Lecture Topic
	Chapter 

	21-Sep
	Fri
	Course syllabus and Introduction
	1

	24-Sep
	Mon
	Benefits of Turfgrass
	1

	26-Sep
	Wed
	Careers in Turfgrass
	1

	28-Sep
	Fri
	Turf Morphology
	2

	1-Oct
	Mon
	Oregon Turf Foundation Meeting
	 

	3-Oct
	Wed
	Turf Selection
	3 and 4

	5-Oct
	Fri
	Turf Selection
	3 and 4

	8-Oct
	Mon
	Exam Review
	3 and 4

	10-Oct
	Wed
	Guest Speaker – Tim
	 

	12-Oct
	Fri
	Exam 1
	 

	15-Oct
	Mon
	Cultural Practices: Mowing
	5

	17-Oct
	Wed
	Cultural Practices: Mowing
	5

	19-Oct
	Fri
	Turfgrass Identification Walk
	5

	22-Oct
	Mon
	Cultural Practices: Fertilization
	5

	24-Oct
	Wed
	Cultural Practices: Fertilization
	5

	26-Oct
	Fri
	Turfgrass Identification Walk
	5

	29-Oct
	Mon
	Cultural Practices: Irrigation
	5

	31-Oct
	Wed
	Cultural Practices: Cultivation
	6

	2-Nov
	Fri
	Turfgrass Identification Walk
	6

	5-Nov
	Mon
	Crop Science Society of America Meeting
	 

	7-Nov
	Wed
	Exam Review
	 

	9-Nov
	Fri
	Exam 2
	 

	12-Nov
	Mon
	Veterans Day
	 

	14-Nov
	Wed
	Turfgrass Establishment
	8

	16-Nov
	Fri
	Turfgrass Identification Walk
	8

	19-Nov
	Mon
	Turfgrass Establishment
	8

	21-Nov
	Wed
	Integrated Pest Management
	7

	23-Nov
	Fri
	Thanksgiving Break
	 

	26-Nov
	Mon
	Golf Course Management
	9

	28-Nov
	Wed
	Sports Turf Management
	9

	30-Nov
	Fri
	Exam Review
	 

	
	
	Home Lawn Reports Due
	

	5-Dec
	Wed
	Final Exam 2:00 pm; ALS 0006
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Laboratory: Monday 2:00 to 4:50 pm, Location – See Calendar Below.
	Date
	Laboratory

	24-Sep
	1: Seed and Fertilize Experiments, Lewis-Brown Farm, 33329 Peoria Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333.

	1-Oct
	Oregon Turf Foundation Meeting - Lab Cancelled

	8-Oct
	2: Turfgrass Ratings and Maintenance Equipment Training, Lewis-Brown Farm, 33329 Peoria Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333.

	15-Oct
	3: Spreader Calibration Lab, Lewis-Brown Farm, 33329 Peoria Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333.

	22-Oct
	Lab Exam 1: Lewis-Brown Farm, 33329 Peoria Rd. Corvallis, OR 97333.

	29-Oct
	4: Trysting Tree Golf Club, 34028 Electric Road, Corvallis, OR 97333. Guest Speaker: Pat Doran, Superintendent. 

	5-Nov
	5: OSU Soccer and Softball Field, meet at the Agriculture Life Sciences Building, Room 0006. Guest Speaker: Brian Daviscourt, Field Manager. 

	12-Nov
	Veterans Day

	19-Nov
	6: Home Lawn Assessment, meet at the Agriculture Life Sciences Building, Room 0006.  

Taking a van to visit lawns in Corvallis. Guest Speaker: Tom Cook, Professor Emeritus. 

	26-Nov
	Lab Exam 2: Agriculture Life Sciences 

Building, Room 0006.


The instructor reserves the right to modify any of the information, procedures, or dates as necessary during the course. You will be notified in advance of any changes.  Outdoor labs are dependent on the weather and therefore subject to change.
Disability Access Services: Accommodations are collaborative efforts between students, faculty and Disability Access Services (DAS). Students with accommodations approved through DAS are responsible for contacting the faculty member in charge of the course prior to or during the first week of the term to discuss accommodations. Students who believe they are eligible for accommodations but who have not yet obtained approval through DAS should contact DAS immediately at (541) 737-4098.
Reach Out for Success: University students encounter setbacks from time to time. If you encounter difficulties and need assistance, it’s important to reach out. Consider discussing the situation with an instructor or academic advisor. Learn about resources that assist with wellness and academic success at oregonstate.edu/ReachOut. If you are in immediate crisis, please contact the Crisis Text Line by texting OREGON to 741-741 or call the National Suicide Prevention Lifeline at 1-800-273-TALK (8255)
1

