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OLD HOME RECOMMENDED PEAR ROOTSTOCK 
  
Selection of the proper rootstock may mean the difference between success and failure to a pear 
grower. Productivity and fruit quality may vary drastically depending upon the rootstock chosen. 
Even though oriental type rootstocks proved quite resistant to fire blight, they were rejected 20 or 
more years ago because fruits produced on them tended to develop the disorder "hard end" and 
were generally poor in quality. 
 
In recent years a bud union disorder known as pear decline has killed many of the older trees 
previously propagated on oriental roots. A small percentage of the trees grown on imported 
French seedling roots have also developed pear decline, but those grown on domestic French 
seedlings have for the most part been free of the disease. However, most French seedlings are 
susceptible to fire blight which, in spite of improved control measures, is still a serious disease 
and should be considered in choosing both root and trunkstock. 
 
French type ideal stock 
 
The ideal stock would be a French type resistant to both fire blight and pear decline, and one 
which would produce high yields of good quality fruit. F. C. Reimer of the Southern Oregon 
Experiment Station selected a few French types that were resistant to fire blight, among them the 
variety Old Home. In the years following this work many trees were planted with Old Home as 
the trunkstock. Some of these trees have developed scion roots from the Old Home trunks and 
some have not. 
 
During the past 5 years in Washington and the past 4 years in Oregon, considerable evidence has 
been amassed which indicates that pear trees having a high proportion of scion roots or growing 
on scion-rooted Old Home trunks are free of pear decline. Many of the trees observed are 30-40 
years old and are producing good crops of high quality fruit. 
 
Since more is known about the performance of scion rooted Old Home than is known about any 
other clonal pear rootstock, it seems desirable to propagate nursery trees on this stock for the 
following reasons: 
 

1. It is resistant to fire blight (both stem and root). 
2. It is resistant to bud-union necrosis (pear decline), 
3. It results in vigorous, productive trees. 
4. It produces good-quality fruit. 
 



Scion roots can be obtained on Old Home by several methods: 
 

1. Direct rooting of cuttings. 
2. Grafting long scions of Old Home on a weak nurse root, then planting deeply in the 
nursery row to obtain roots on the Old Home stem. 
3. Propagating directly on seedling roots, but plant ing deeply in the orchard so that the 
bud union is 2 to 4 inches below the ground line. 
 

One might ask, “Why not plant Old Home seedlings as an easy way to obtain a rooted stock?” 
The answer is that this method would not be as satisfactory as would rooting Old Home since 
each seedling is genetically different and would respond differently to infections of blight or pear 
decline than would the variety Old Home. The use of controlled cross seedlings, such as Old 
Home x Farmingdale is better than using open pollinated seedlings because the former type is 
resistant to fire blight. Twenty years' testing at the Medford station indicates that Old Home x 
Farmingdale seedlings make good rootstocks. 
 
Another question raised is whether it is feasible to select an easy-to-root clone from a number of 
seedlings and to use this new clone for scion-rooted stocks. The use of such clones cannot be 
recommended until they have been given performance tests in the orchard. Any clone selected 
from a seedling population could not be properly evaluated in less than 25 to 30 years. Any 
grower who planted an orchard on such a rootstock would risk far more than one who planted on 
desirable types of seedling roots. Even if we had 30 years' evaluation on a new clonal rootstock, 
it is highly unlikely that the new stock would be as satisfactory as the variety Old Home. It is 
desirable, however, to test experimentally promising new rootstock selections for possible use in 
future plantings. 
 
The name Old Home can be used only when trees are propagated by graftage or cuttage from the 
variety Old Home. Seedlings of Old Home must not be designated as Old Home, but as Old 
Home seedlings. Furthermore, Old Home trunkstocks propagated on seedling roots must not be 
designated as Old Home rootstocks. The Old Home trunkstock and framework offers protection 
against fire blight but does not offer protection against pear decline. Scion-rooted Old Home 
stock offers protection against pear decline. But many trees on Old Home trunkstocks that are 
not scion-rooted have developed decline. 
 
Dr. John Milbrath, Oregon State University plant pathologist, has initiated a program to test 
sources of Old Home for virus diseases. Results of the tests will be reported as soon as they are 
known. Until virus-free sources of Old Home can be determined the chance exists that a given 
source may be infected. The practice of obtaining Old Home propagation wood by cutting root or 
trunk sprouts from orchard trees is not recommended, because of the possibility of getting 
infected wood. Also the exact source of propagation wood for a given lot of trees would not be 
known if Old Home sprouts were cut from several different trees. 
 
Recent evidence obtained by scientists in Washington state indicates that pear decline is caused 
by a toxin injected into the trees by pear psylla insects. Even with this new evidence at hand, 
nurserymen should consider propagating only those rootstocks which are resistant to decline, 



because trees on susceptible roots have developed decline where very low populations of psylla 
were observed in the orchards.  
 
At the present time it is more difficult to produce pear trees on scion-rooted Old Home than on 
seedling roots, but the additional cost to the grower is small compared to the benefits derived. 
New clonal rootstocks will be tested experimentally with the ultimate aim of getting desirable 
types which are resistant to known pear diseases and which will consistently out-perform the 
seedling stocks now being used. 
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