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FLOWERING CRAB APPLE CULTIVARS EVALUATED 
  
The crab apple collection at the Lewis-Brown Horticultural Farm, Oregon State University, 
Corvallis, was started in 1942. Over the past 20 years more than 100 species and cultivars have 
been grown and observed in this planting. The planting has never been a static one, for trees have 
been discarded and new ones added continually during this period. The better cultivars of the 
collection are now being moved to a new location on the farm where they will be able to assume 
their characteristic sizes and habits. Trees for the collection were obtained at first from 
commercial nurseries. This procedure was abandoned when it was found that crab apples were 
often not true-to-name in the trade. Much time was spent trying to identify some of those 
obtained originally. In recent years we have been propagating trees from scions obtained from 
the Arnold and other arboreta. 
 
Desirable qualities found 
 
Some of the crab apples in the collection come close to combining the qualities found in the most 
desirable of our woody ornamentals -- they bear beautiful flowers and attractive fruits, have good 
foliage characteristics, tree form and structure, are winter hardly, disease resistant, and are easy 
to grow. Little can be added at this time to the complete descriptions of the many cultivars and 
the considered comments made by Donald Wyman in his Crab Apples of America (1955). There 
is some value, however, in presenting local and regional data which either verify the findings of 
others or point up the relative value of certain crab apples locally. With so many cultivars 
available to discerning gardeners, landscapers, and park superintendents, it is important that 
variety lists be reduced to the best ones that have been tested to date. What is best, of course, 
depends in great measure upon what is expected of the tree. The size of the garden or public 
planting, the plant structure and habit desired, the importance attached to certain foliage 
characteristics, and the time, color, and quality of the flower and fruit display all must be 
considered in evaluating the ornamental value of a tree. 
 
The accompanying figure summarizes for 97 cultivars in the OSI` planting, 10 years flowering 
(1953-62) and 4 years fruiting (1957-60) records. The flowering period is considered to be the 
time elapsing between opening of the first blossoms to completion of petal fall. The time 
elapsing in the late summer, fall, and winter when the fruits are considered to be of ornamental 
value is designated as the attractive fruiting period. Although these periods will vary greatly 
from year to year, the relationship of one variety to another will hold quite well. 
 
Averages based on such data should be taken only as approximations for comparing one variety 
with another in this region and nothing more. Since the date for the beginning of the blossoming 



period is an average figure, for example, it should be borne in mind that there can be 
considerable variation from year to year for a locality, and dates can vary as much as two weeks 
from one part of the region to another. Likewise, the presence of attractive fruits will depend not 
only on the inherent nature of the tree but on weather and cultural conditions, as well as on the 
activity of birds. 
 
Personal prejudices influence choices 
 
In selecting the best from this collection of nearly 100 cultivars, one must realize that personal 
prejudices no doubt influenced the authors' choice of a particular tree. If one considers only those 
varieties that combine the greatest number of the desirable attributes of ease of culture, disease 
resistance, annual flowering and fruiting displays, and foliage quality, a choice can easily be 
made of some 15-20 cultivars. It becomes much more difficult to prepare a list of the best 10 or 
12. This has been done knowing that some readers will not agree. Detailed descriptions of the 
cultivars selected have not been attempted: this information is available in the publication  
mentioned earlier. However, a brief statement supporting the selection of each variety is given 
below. 
 
Because the collection has been regularly sprayed for control of apple scab in conjunction with 
scab control in adjacent plantings of edible apples, reference was made to the observations of L. 
C. Chadwick at Ohio State University for apple scab ratings. But in view of the precise 
environmental requirements for the growth of scab organisms, cultivars showing resistance or 
susceptibility to apple scab in Ohio would show the same relative resistance here. Cultivars 
susceptible to scab have little place in the average garden, since tree spraying is a difficult task 
without proper equipment. 
 
Listed below are some of the "best," cultivars for the Pacific-Northwest: 
 
x atrosanguinea -  Carmine Crab 
Annual and outstanding in flower; single, deep pink or carmine 
blossoms ; flowers do not fade ; dark green, glossy foliage ; disease resistant and easy to grow; 
small to medium-sized, broad, rounded shrub-like tree. 
 
baccata mandshurica -  Manchurian Crab 
Early to bloom; its annual, snow white flowers are early, frost-resistant, and cover the tree 
profusely; red fruits attractive; fairly large upright tree; extremely hardy and disease resistant; 
blooms a few days after micromalus. 
 
floribunda  - Japanese Flowering Crab 
Excellent in flower and fruit; its annual, pale-pink flowers fade to white; one of the oldest and 
most reliable cultivars; spreading shrub or small-sized tree; disease resistant and easy to grow. 
 
hupehensis - Chinese Tea Crab 
Distinctive vase-shaped tree; excellent in flower and foliage quality; pale pink to white flowers; 
fruits small and inconspicuous but attractive; annual flowering, disease resistant, and 
easy to grow; comes fairly true from seed. 



  
KATHERINE-Katherine Crab 
Excellent shrub-like plant; beautiful flowers borne in abundance on slender branches; flowers 
double, pink to nearly white; young trees flower profusely; one of the best of the newer varieties; 
not as easy to grow as some. 
 
x micromalus -  Midget Crab 
Flowers open pink and do not fade; one of the earliest in bloom; annual flowering; fruits 
attractive; upright, many-branched bush or small tree; disease resistant and easy to grow. 
 
OEKONOMIERAT ECHTERMEYER-Echtermeyer Crab 
Only weeping crab with purple foliage, flowers, and fruit; graceful, beautiful plant for special 
uses; annual flowering: disease resistant and easy to grow. 
 
purpurea eleyi -  Eleyi Crab 
One of the best; beautiful, round-headed tree; profuse flowering, even on young trees; flowers 
purplish-red, fading to pink; attractive purple-red fruits with red flesh; purplish to bronze foliage, 
attractive but susceptible to scab; excessive flowering some years makes it somewhat alternate in 
bearing. 
 
purpurea lemoinei  -  Lemoinei Crab 
One of the best red-flowering varieties; annual flowering but flowers only after 5-6 years of age; 
bright purplish-red flowers; fruits too dark to be showy until leaf fall; large, spreading tree that is 
disease resistant and easy to grow. 
 
x robusta persicifolia - Peachleaf Crab 
One of best for flower and fruit display; flowers in great profusion; rose-pink in bud, fade to 
white; red fruits, showy, excellent for jelly, last all winter; peach-like foliage; long slender 
branches form a shrub rather than tree; very hardy, disease resistant tree; may be alternate in 
bearing because of heavy fruit set in "on" years. 
 
sargenti and sargenti rosea -  Sargent Crab 
Dwarf, shrub-like tree, probably the smallest growing of the crabs; rosea or Pink Sargent differs 
only in color of flowers and may be somewhat more vigorous ; small attractive white or pink 
flowers, borne late and in abundance; fruits small but attractive and long lasting; disease resistant 
and easy to grow. 
 
x scheideckeri - Scheidecker Crab 
One of the favorites; beautiful, rose-pink, semi-double blossoms borne in very dense clusters all 
along slender branches ; small size makes it a desirable tree or shrub in most gardens; lends itself 
to training in various forms; florists like it for forcing in spring; small yellow fruits attractive; 
disease resistant and thrifty tree. 
 
 



Crabapple Performance Date (page 1 of 3) 
   Blossoming Period                                    Cultivar                  Attractive Fruiting Period  
        April                 May                                                Aug.     Sept.     Oct.     Nov.    Dec.  

  x.adstringens 
ALAMATA 
ALMEY 
x arnoldiana 
x atrosanguinea 
baccata 
baccata columnaris 
baccata jacki           No data      
baccata mandshurica 
BEAUTY 
brevipes 
CHARLOTTE 
CHEAL’S CRIMSON 
CHESTNUT 
CHILKO 
Coronaria               No data     
COWICHAN 
CRIMSON BRILLIANT 
DARTMOUTH 
X dawsoniana 
DOLGO 
ELISE RATHKE 
ERIE 
EXZELLENZ THIEL 
FLAME 
FLORENCE 
floribunda 
floribunda hillieri 
FRAU LUISE DITTMANN 
Fusca                           No Data 
GENEVA 
x gloriosa 
Halliana parkmani 
x hartwigi 
HENRIETTA CROSBY 
HOPA 
Hupehensis 
Ioensis 
Ioensis fimbriata        No data 
Ioensis plena 
IRENE 
JAY DARLING 
JOAN 
KATHERINE 
KINGSMERE 
KOLA 
LADY NORTHCLIFFE 
lancifolia 
x  magdeburgensis 
 
 

  



          
Crabapple Performance Data (page 2 of 3 ) 
 
   Blossoming Period                                    Cultivar                     Attractive Fruiting Period  
      April                   May                                               Aug.    Sept.     Oct.     Nov.    Dec. 
 

  MAKMIK 
MATHEWS 
x micromalus 
NIEUWLAND 
NOVA                 No data 
OEKONOMIERAT ECHTERMEYER 
PIOTOSH 
PRINCE GEORGES no 
data 
PROFUSION 
prunifolia fastigiata 
pumila niedzwetzkyana 
PURPLE WAVE 
x purpurea 
x purpurea  aldenhamensis 
x purpurea eleyi 
x purpurea lemoinei 
REDFIELD 
REDFLESH 
REDFORD 
RED SILVER 
x robusta 
x robusta erecta 
x robusta persicifolia 
sargenti 
sargenti rosea 
x scheideckeri 
sieboldi 
SISSIPUK 
spectabilis 
spectabilis albi-plena 
spectabilis riversi 
STRATHMORE 
STRIPED BEAUTY 
SUNDOG     No data 
TANNER’S VARIETY 
TOMIKO 
toringoides 
toringoides macrocarpa   no  
data 
tschonoski           no data 

  



            
Crabapple Performance Date (page 3 of 3 ) 

Blossoming Period                                    Cultivar                     Attractive Fruiting Period                 
April              May                                                       Aug.   Sept.  Oct.    Nov.   Dec. 

 

 

   
VAN ESELTINE 
VEITCH’S SCARLET 
WABISKAW 
WICKSON 
WILLIAM SIM   no data 

WYNEMA          no data 
Yunnanensis veitchi 
X zumi                no data 
X zumi calocarpa   no data 
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Pesticide Use - Due to constantly changing laws and regulations, no liability for the suggested use of chemicals in 
this reprint is assumed.  Pesticides should be applied according to label directions on the pesticide container. 
 
Permission to Reprint material appearing in the Oregon Ornamental and Nursery Digest is granted with the request 
that you credit the source: Oregon Ornamental and Nursery Digest, date, volume, issue, page numbers. Do not 
excerpt or reprint in such a manner as to imply the author's endorsement or criticism of a product or concept. 
 
Nondiscrimination - The information in the Oregon Ornamental and Nursery Digest is provided with the 
understanding that no discrimination is intended and that listing of commercial products implies no endorsement by 
the authors. Criticism of products or equipment is neither intended nor implied. 
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