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NEW EASTER LILY MAY BE RELEASED 
  
An Easter lily breeding program was initiated at the Pacific Bulb Growers Research and 
Development Station at Harbor, Oregon, in 1960 for developing cultivars resistant to virus, bulb 
and root rot diseases and with superior forcing qualities. During the past eight years, parents 
producing superior progeny have been identified.  ‘Ace,’ ‘Nellie White,’ and ‘Green Croft’ have 
been excellent parents, while regular ‘Croft,’ ‘Georgia,’ and ‘Pacifica’ generally have not 
produced exceptional offspring. While differences in susceptibility to virus and root rot diseases 
have been observed in the thousands of seedlings grown, no highly resistant or tolerant types 
have been found to date. However, some highly susceptible clones have been established for 
study and use in chemical treatment evaluations. 
 
On the basis of field and greenhouse performance, one selection appears as good, if not better, 
than existing cultivars. We are considering its release this fall for commercial testing and 
possible naming and introduction to the trade in the near future. This clone is OSL 63-1, a 
‘Gibson’ x ‘King’ (Georgia clone) cross (Figure 1). Although these are two of the most unlikely 
parents for producing a good progeny, this lily has excellent qualities. 
 
Flowers large 
 
The flowers on 63-1 are almost equal to those of the tetraploid Easter lilies in size and substance, 
but they are not as coarse and stiff in appearance. Unlike the old ‘Croft,’ which had excellent 
flowers, 63-1 gets its large flower size from the wide flaring trumpet rather than its length. 
Because of its flower, this clone has often been rated above the standards for excellence (‘Ace’ 
and ’Nellie White’) in pot lily scorings. 
 
The 63-1 plant is light green in color compared with ‘Ace’ but the foliage does not "scorch" and 
its basal leaves are very persistent. The somewhat upright habit of growth is typical of its 
‘Georgia’ parent. The plant also has a tendency to be tall if not forced properly. It forces rapidly 
and does not require as much precooling as ‘Ace’ and ‘Nellie White.’ It produces a fine plant 
picture if given cold frame treatment before forcing. 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 



Figure 1. Easter lily selection OSU 63-1 
is being considered for release next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
Although stem bulblets are not produced in 
abundance, they are of good size and also 
propagate readily from - scales. Limited 
commercial testing is warranted. 
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