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‘AUTUMN BLAZE’ - NEW CALLERY PEAR INTRODUCTION FROM OREGON 
STATE UNIVERSITY 
 
Pyrus calleryana, commonly known as the Callery pear, is a species that has many good 
qualities: abundant early spring bloom, shiny dark green leaves with scalloped edges, brilliant 
crimson-red fall color - all qualities shared by cultivars of this species.  
 
`Bradford', a selection of Pyrus calleryana commercially introduced by the USDA in 1960 for 
landscape use, has additional qualities: it is thornless, fireblight resistant, and has small fruits of 
no inconvenience. It is covered with a profusion of white flowers in the spring. `Bradford' has 
become a standard of comparison because of its excellence. Other commercial cultivars include: 
'Chanticleer', `Aristocrat', 'Faureri', and `King Road'. `Bradford' has best fall colors in areas 
where early frosts bring about changes in the leaf color. In Oregon, California, Iowa and some 
southeastern states, `Bradford' may be late in reaching maturity and display little fall color. The 
failure of `Bradford' to mature early in the fall in the nursery has, in some cases, resulted in 
dieback in storage of trees dug while still immature. 
 
With the need for an early maturing, hardy, red-leafed Callery pear in mind, `Autumn Blaze' was 
selected by Dr. Mel Westwood (OSU Hort. Dept.) in 1969 from several hundred seedlings of 
Pyrus calleryana in the rootstock selection program at Oregon State University. 
 
`Autumn Blaze' was originally propagated vegetatively from cuttings or by budding on seedling 
Pyrus calleryana rootstock. Later, it was propagated by budding on Pyrus communis L. and 
Pyrus fauriei Schneid. seedlings. The clone retains its original characteristics when budded on 
these rootstocks, but trees on Pyrus fauriei rootstock are dwarfs. With regard to selection of 
rootstock for specific planting site soil conditions, Pyrus calleryana is best for very wet or very 
dry soils with low oxygen supply and poor drainage. But, if soil pH is high, Pyrus communis 
rootstock is best since Pyrus calleryana develops chlorosis on high lime soils. 
 
Comparison of the growth rate of `Autumn Blaze' with other Callery pears can be made with the 
data compiled in Table 1 (data courtesy of Dr. Robert L. Ticknor, OSU North Willamette 
Experiment Station). A general observation by Ticknor is that "...`Autumn Blaze' may be slower 
growing and have less bloom, but it does color in the fall better than others." 
 
A more complete description of this new Callery pear cultivar is provided by Dr. M. N. 
Westwood in his article titled `AUTUMN BLAZE' ORNAMENTAL PEAR in HortScience 
15(6):830-831, December 1980. In that article Westwood states that "...`Autumn Blaze' has the 



same desirable resistance to a wide array of insects and diseases as do other selections of this 
species. Like other clones, it is not resistant to bacterial infection by Pseudomonas 
syringae...tests with `Autumn Blaze' indicate it is somewhat hardier than other selections." 
 
`Autumn Blaze' was patented by Oregon State University in 1980 (patent number 4591). 
Arrangement for commercial propagation of `Autumn Blaze' is being made by license agreement 
with specific nurseries. 
     
Table 1: Rate of growth of Pyrus calleryana cultivars at the North Willamette Experiment 
Station. 

 

   Height in Feet     Width in Feet  

    Years after planting   Years after planting

Cultivar 
 

Year 
Planted 

 

At 
planting 
 

1 Year 2 Years 3 Years  
 
At  
Planting

1 Year 2 Years 3 Years

Aristocrat 1973  4.3 5.1 5.7 8.8 1.9 2.7 4.0 8.0 
Autumn 1978  3.7 4.1 5.1 7.2 0.7 0.9 2.8 4.7
Bradford 1966  3.2 8.2 11.7 14.8 0.3 2.9 6.3 9.2
Chanticleer 1978  8.7 9.2 11.3 14.1 2.0 2.0 4.0 5.5
King Road 1978  4.5 4.7 6.5 9.1 1.2 1.3 2.2 5.5 

 
 
Figure 1. INFLORESCENCE-Basal leaves 
open at the time of flowering; this may 
somewhat lessen the flowers' impact (On 
`Bradford', leaves do not appear until 
flowers start falling). There are about 13 
white flowers (18.5mm diameter) per 
cluster. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pesticide Use - Due to constantly changing laws and regulations, no liability for the suggested use of chemicals in 
this Newsletter is assumed by the ONW Newsletter. Pesticides should be applied according to label directions on the 
pesticide container.  
Permission to Reprint material appearing in the ONW Newsletter is granted with the request that you credit the 
source: Ornamentals Northwest Newsletter, date, volume, issue, page numbers. Do not excerpt or reprint in such a 
manner as to imply the author's endorsement or criticism of a product or concept.  
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