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CHINCH BUGS IN LAWNS AND TURF1 
 
Since 1985, there has been a sudden increase in lawn/turf damage west of the Cascade 
Mountains by the chinch bug, Blissus sp. Damage to the grass results from removal of the juice 
from the crown and base of stems and leaves by the chinch bugs which are sucking insects. In 
feeding, the chinch bugs inject a salivary fluid which disrupts the water conducting system of the 
plant, and the plant wilts. Damage from chinch bugs is most apparent in hot, dry weather and in 
sunny areas of the lawn. Infested patches of the sod turn light grayish-brown in color and die out 
resulting in much the same appearance as that of sod damaged by fungi or other insects. To 
ascertain that the observed damage results from chinch bug feeding, it is necessary to find the 
pest. Look for the bugs at the edges of damaged turf. Suggested methods for finding the bug 
include: 1) Dig a portion of affected sod from an area where the grass is beginning to lose its 
color and put the sod samples in a plastic bag. Tie the top and bring into a warm room. The 
chinch bugs will soon leave the sod and can be found on the sides of the bag. Or, 2) Cut the top 
and bottom out of a one-gallon can and push it down into the soil in an area where the grass is 
beginning to die. Fill the can with warm water and watch for the bugs to rise to the top. Or, 3) 
Put a plug of damaged turf in a container of water. After a few minutes the bugs will float to the 
surface. 
 
Adult chinch bugs are about 1/5" long with black bodies and white to transparent wings. 
Nymphs are wingless or have short stubby wings. Nymphs may be reddish in color at certain 
stages. 
 
There are usually two generations of chinch bugs per year, one in June and another in 
early August. 
 
Control: 
 
Confirm that chinch bugs are the problem and are present. 
 
Biological Control - In damp environments such as we often have in spring and fall or where 
growth is lush and well-irrigated, a fungus parasite often destroys the young chinch bugs. 
Predatory "big eyed" bugs and birds also attack chinch bugs. 
 
Chemical Control - Treat all the lawn, not just obviously damaged areas. Spring application 
before severe damage is evident is more effective than summer application of the insecticide 
because the bugs are deeper in the protective thatch in late summer. Treat with Diazinon or 



Dursban spray or granules. Other insecticides registered for chinch bug include Oftanol, Sevin 
and Mavrik Aquaflow. Follow label directions. Applications should be made in late spring 
and again in mid- to late-summer. 
 
1 Pest Information Letter (PIL) 43, May 1986 

 
Pesticide Use - Due to constantly changing laws and regulations, no liability for the suggested use of chemicals in 
this Newsletter is assumed by the ONW Newsletter. Pesticides should be applied according to label directions on 
the pesticide container.  
Permission to Reprint material appearing in the ONW Newsletter is granted with the request that you credit the 
source: Ornamentals Northwest Newsletter, date, volume, issue, page numbers. Do not excerpt or reprint in such a 
manner as to imply the author's endorsement or criticism of a product or concept.  
Nondiscrimination - The information in the Ornamentals Northwest Newsletter is provided with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and that listing of commercial products implies no endorsement by the authors. 
Criticism of products or equipment is neither intended nor implied.  
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