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HERBICIDE CONTAMINATED SOILS MAY BECOME A MAJOR PROBLEM1 
  
If you are going to be planting nursery stock in land that had been previously used for growing 
corn or soybeans, you had better research which herbicides have been used for growing those 
crops. A new herbicide "Classic" now being widely used for growing corn and soybeans has a 30 
month residual. Even when used at the recommended rate of one-half ounce (1/2 oz.) per acre, it 
is deadly to most ornamentals and forest seedlings. Classic is being used alone and in 
combination with "Lorox" for the control of broadleaf weeds and grasses in the growing of 
soybeans and to some extent field corn. The only species of plants that are cleared for use on 
land that has been treated with Classic are corn, soybeans and cotton. No other species of plants 
can be planted on treated land for at least 30 months after the date of application. 
 

Foresters have suffered 90% to 95%  
losses  of Loblolly pine seedlings planted 
approximately 10 months after a single 
application of Classic at the 
recommended rate. 
 

We are dealing with a serious problem and one that has already caused losses and planting delays 
to foresters and a Maryland nurseryman. Classic is manufactured by DuPont Chemical Co. for 
the sole purpose of controlling weeds in mostly agronomic crops. In the reforestation of marginal 
crop land, on the eastern shore, Maryland foresters have suffered 90% to 95% losses of Loblolly 
pine seedlings planted approximately 10 months after a single application of Classic at the 
recommended rate. After making this announcement, at a recent nurserymen's meeting at 
Maryland nurserymen called to inform me that a plot of land that he had hoped to plant this 
spring had been previously treated with Classic for soybeans in 1987. 
 
I have thoroughly researched the literature on Classic in pesticide manuals, and it clearly states 
that no other crops other than those specified on the label should be planted in treated land. This 
is a very persistent herbicide and one that every nurseryman should be knowledgeable of, 
especially if they are leasing out their land to local grain growers, or are growing grains as an 
alternate crop to keep the land productive: Recommend and use only short term herbicides that 
are cleared for use on those crops. Herbicides such as Surflan, Treflan, Lasso, Dual, 
Dacthal, Devrinol, and Eptam should be used. These herbicides have short residual properties 
and are cleared for use on growing grain crops. They may not give 100% weed control, 
especially to troublesome weeds, but they will not leave toxic residues after the crop has been 
harvested. Furthermore, land that will not grow weeds will not grow ornamentals well. 



 
Efforts to produce weed free ground 
around our crops may be creating more 
problems than we think 
 

Over the years many nurserymen and growers of Christmas trees have called my attention to 
problems that appeared to have been nutritionally related. After much head scratching, I 
concluded a year or two later, that the problem must have been herbicide related, especially 
when the problem disappeared without doing anything. I agree it is nice to see a weed-free 
nursery, but is it wise? There is strong evidence that the more soluble herbicides are leaching 
into our ground water supply. The overuse of herbicides and the use of persistent herbicides are 
no doubt affecting the environment, that environment that we are claiming to be keepers of. 
 
We have known for some time that Atrex can remain in soils for 3 or 4 years and that corn is one 
of the most active degrading plants one can grow in Atrex contaminated soils. Nurserymen and 
growers of Christmas trees have known, for some time, that using Princep for 3 to 4 consecutive 
years will cause sufficient accumulation in soils to kill transplants unless the land is placed into 
green-manure crops for one to two years before replanting. Atrex treated soils that have been 
stockpiled have been reported to cause Atrex toxicity problems in greenhouse crops, up to seven 
years after the time of application. Under anaerobic conditions, triazines like Atrex and Princep 
do not decompose. 
 
The purpose of this article is to make you aware of a potentially new problem. I hope that this 
information will make you more environmentally aware and concerned. It is best to tolerate a 
few weeds and have healthy plants and clean water, than to have no weeds but have plants that 
appear nutritionally stressed and be drinking water that is polluted with herbicide. 
 
1From: Nurserymen's News, May-June 1988 

 
Pesticide Use - Due to constantly changing laws and regulations, no liability for the suggested use of chemicals in 
this Newsletter is assumed by the ONW Newsletter. Pesticides should be applied according to label directions on the 
pesticide container.  
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