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PESTICIDE USE AND DISPOSAL 
 
Concerns about pesticides and their impact on human health and the environment are becoming 
increasingly wide spread among the general public. 
 
The following information on pesticide use and disposal is based on a presentation by Les 
Stevens, president of the Oregon Agricultural Chemicals Association (OACA) at the October 
1988 meeting of the Oregon Greenhouse Grower's Association with additional information from 
OSU Extension Circular 1159 entitled: Agricultural and Silvicultural Pest-Control Operations. 
 

It is the responsibility of everyone involved in 
agriculture to insure proper use and disposal 
of pesticides. 
 

What are some of the steps involved in proper pesticide use and disposal? The first step is to use 
pesticides wisely, selectively and to time their use properly. The second step is to minimize the 
amount of pesticide wasted. The key to minimizing waste lies in careful measurement and 
mixing of only the amount required to do a particular job. If leftover pesticide remains after the 
application, this leftover material should be collected in a properly labeled container and kept for 
use in the next application. After pesticide containers are empty, they should be rinsed 3 times 
(with the rinse water poured into the sprayer and used) to dissolve the pesticide. 
 
• Disposal of empty pesticide containers: 
 
After pesticide containers have been triple rinsed the following steps should be taken to prepare 
them for collection by the Oregon Agricultural Chemicals Association (OACA): 
 
1. Plastic containers should be cut in half horizontally leaving a top and bottom half. 
 
2. Metal containers should be punctured at the top and bottom and then crushed. 
 
When holding pesticide containers for pick up by the OACA, store them in such a way as to keep 
them clean, out of sight and inaccessible to curious passers-by or children. 
 
The OACA will pick up spent pesticide containers free of charge once a year, provided the 
containers are properly prepared and cleaned. Their next pick up in the North Willamette Valley 
will probably be in June. An announcement of the collection date will be printed in the Capital 



Press, Farm Bureau Newsletter and the Oregon Farmer. Your local pesticide dealer should also 
be informed of the collection date. 
 
 The instructions given above apply only to plastic and metal containers. According to Les 
Stevens, paper containers may be burned immediately after use. The metal and plastic are melted 
down and recycled into such materials as rebar used in construction and plastic materials. 
 
• Disposal of pesticides: 
 
Unfortunately the Oregon Agricultural Chemicals Association (OACA) cannot pick up 
containers with material that is no longer legal to use. The only way to dispose of such materials 
is through the Arlington Hazardous Waste Program. The only other option is to secure them 
away safely on the site. The following, are some notes on the proper cleaning of spray 
equipment. 
 
• Cleaning Equipment: 
 
1. Spray equipment should also be triple rinsed. Pesticide-contaminated water produced from 
cleaning the inside of sprayers can be sprayed on non-cropped, forested or fallow land or along 
fence rows on property belonging to the greenhouse/nursery owner as long as the following 
conditions are all met: A) The wastes are evenly applied; B) the soil does not become saturated; 
C) the wastes do not enter lakes, river, streams, wells, drainage ditches or storm drains; D) the 
waste application will not result in illegal residues or unwanted effects on subsequent 
agricultural or silvicultural crops; E) the waste will not pose a hazard to humans, pets, domestic 
animals or wildlife. 
 
2. Small quantities (up to 1 gallon or 10 pounds) of waste pesticides can also be disposed of by 
dilute spraying on selected areas of land as long as the conditions stated above are all met. 
 
3. Should a grower choose to dispose of waste water and small quantities of waste pesticides by 
applying them to vacant areas of his land, it is suggested that he alternate disposal area each year 
and lightly cultivate the soil in the treated area, if possible, to speed up biological breakdown of 
the material. 
 
4. Exterior surfaces of spray equipment should be washed at the site of use or on the grower's 
own property in such a way that waste water will not enter wells, storm drains, drainage ditches, 
creeks, streams, lakes or rivers. 

 
Pesticide Use - Due to constantly changing laws and regulations, no liability for the suggested use of chemicals in 
this Newsletter is assumed by the ONW Newsletter. Pesticides should be applied according to label directions on the 
pesticide container.  
Permission to Reprint material appearing in the ONW Newsletter is granted with the request that you credit the 
source: Ornamentals Northwest Newsletter, date, volume, issue, page numbers. Do not excerpt or reprint in such a 
manner as to imply the author's endorsement or criticism of a product or concept.  
Nondiscrimination - The information in the Ornamentals Northwest Newsletter is provided with the understanding 
that no discrimination is intended and that listing of commercial products implies no endorsement by the authors. 
Criticism of products or equipment is neither intended nor implied.  
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